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Extracts from the Statutory Guidance for local authorities and NHS organisations to support the implementation of the Autism Strategy.
Identification and diagnosis of autism in adults, leading to assessment of needs for relevant services.
1. Currently, there are no specific duties around identification and diagnosis of autism beyond core professional standards within Health and Social Care
2. There is no single diagnostic process for autism.  NICE guidelines (scheduled to be published in July 2012) will set out a model care pathway(s).  Consideration will be given to improving the accessibility and consistency in local areas.  The autism strategy expects there to be a clear pathway in every area by 2013.
3. Trained practitioners in local authorities should carry out community care assessments.  Where there are potential signs of autism, the communication needs of the individual should be taken into account.
4. The autism strategy recommends that:
a. “local areas appoint a lead professional to develop assessment and diagnostic services for adults with autism”
b. We want to see that diagnosis leads to a person-centred assessment of need
c. “diagnosis of autism should be recognised as a reason for assessment”
d. “It is best practice that a diagnosis of autism is recognised as a catalyst for a carer’s assessment”
e. The end goal is that all NHS practitioners will be able to identify potential signs of autism so they can refer the person for clinical diagnosis if  necessary, but more importantly, so they can understand how to adapt their behaviour/communication (ie make reasonable adjustments)
5. Local pathways need to be reviewed by clinicians, adults with autism, their families and carer now and in the future.
6. All relevant local organisations, such as social care teams, need to understand what the pathway to diagnosis is.
7. When an adults is diagnosed with autism:
·  the NHS body/Foundation Trust providing health care services to the adult informs (with consent), the relevant local authority adult services department promptly to ensure that a community care assessment can be carried out within a reasonable time period if the individual wants such an assessment.
· The social services department then contacts the adult with autism and any registered carers- to inform them of their entitlement to an assessment and inform carers of their right to a carer’s assessment.
· In addition, healthcare professionals who make a diagnosis of autism inform the adult diagnosed and/or their carer, that they also have the right to request such an assessment
8. It is recommended that as far as possible, assessment of needs be carried out by a professional who has a good knowledge of autism and reasonable adjustments made to the process to enable the adult with autism to take part fully.
9. If an adult who has previously received an assessment of need for care services is subsequently diagnosed as having autism, this is a potential reason for re-assessment.  If an adult who has previously been refused an assessment of need is subsequently diagnosed as having autism, this is a reason for assessment.
10. Assessment of eligible needs for services should not be influenced by availability of services: eg advocacy.  (This type of information will feed into the JSNA).
11. Each local authority should appoint a lead professional to develop assessment and diagnostic services for adults with autism in their area.  This should be done in conjunction with the Local Strategic Partnership (and/or Health and Wellbeing Boards).
12. [bookmark: _GoBack]The DASS is responsible for ensuring that the correct processes are in place within each local area for:
· Conducting assessment of  needs
· The prompt sharing of information between diagnostic services and adult services about adults diagnosed
· Timely formal notification of the entitlement to an assessment of needs and, where relevant, a carer’s assessment 
13. Re: delivering assessment and diagnosis effectively:
· Diagnosis of autism is not a guarantee of support or services
· Adults who may not have a formal diagnosis of autism are still entitled to a needs assessment in line with the principles of the 1990 Act
· Access to information is needed about autism and sources of support – even if the individual does not qualify for publically funded care services, including:
· Contact details for local autism support services and voluntary groups
· Contact details for national autism representative groups
· Signposting to the “Living with Autism” section of the NHS Choices website (www.nhs.uk/livewell/autism/pages/autismhome.aspx)
· While the focus on the community care assessment is about need for care services, there may also be a need for autism-specific health services following diagnosis
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