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BULLETIN ~  Friday 20th May 2011
Dear Member
Another jam packed issue, hope you find the information useful, please pass on to whoever may find it of use 
As you are aware MHNE sent an open letter to the Health Minister Andrew Lansley CBE MP recently posing questions regarding the ‘No Health Without Mental Health’ paper. http://www.mhne.co.uk/pge.asp?id=145 

We are awaiting a direct response from Mr Lansley but are pleased to report that we have already had several messages of support from the following MP’s and Lords; 

We are currently updating our membership lists and will be sending an email out this week with a new form, please complete the form and return it to us to ensure we have your correct details and to allow us to contact you with news and information relevant to you in your sectors and geographical areas.

Remember our website is updated on a regularly basis and therefore new jobs, events, news and announcements relevant to the sector appear frequently, please check site between bulletins - www.mhne.co.uk 
If you would like to share information with the network in this bulletin, or on our website please contact Gayle Brown gbrown@mhne.co.uk or 0191 4111575.
Gayle 
JOBS

Please click on the titles below for further information and to apply

North East Regional Delivery Team
Caretaker/ administrator
Crisis & Global Xchange Youth Xchange Programme Co-ordinator 

Project co-ordinator
Sessional Support Worker- Male and Female
EVENTS
Thrive - Resilience and Growth Programme for North East Third Sector - Feedback from Launch event 17th May Great North Museum, Newcastle
In our last newsletter we announced the programme of support that has been put together by One North East and other national and regional partners to offer tailored support and advice to individual VCS organisations across the north east, to help them survive the difficult times ahead. MHNE attended the official launch of this programme yesterday where we heard from Jo Curry (CEO, VONNE) that the initial response has been overwhelming, and demand already looks set to outstrip supply. 
Read more on our website

Two free seminars on legal matters for charities from Ward Hadaway (Newcastle):

Data protection for charities - don't gamble with your data
Date:24 May 11

Overview: Data protection legislation is getting tougher. With hefty penalties for organisations which breach data protection principles, charities, not for profit and social enterprise organisations need to be extra careful to ensure they don't fall foul of the law and put their organisation at risk. This seminar will provide you with an overview of data protection issues which affect you.

Licensing update seminar - what you need to know
Date:25 May 11

Overview: With regulation of the licensing sector constantly increasing, it is becoming ever more important for businesses to keep up to date with all the changes. Ward Hadaway in conjunction with Northumbria Police and Newcastle City Council will cover forthcoming developments in licensing and what you can do to tackle the issues you face. 
An Introduction to Capital Development Workshop

9th June 2011, The Glebe Centre, Murton, Co. Durham, 10.00am-4.30pm

This workshop is aimed at third sector organisations in the North East that are considering, or in the process of, refurbishing or redeveloping a building or starting a complete new build. The workshop covers a range of topics from identification of need through to the building process, putting together a business plan, and where to go for funding.  It has been designed to give you an overall introduction to the capital development process.  You will be supported to consider the viability of your own plans and it's a great chance to build links with other organisations in a similar position. The Places for Everyone programme is delivered by PNE Development, Locality, Mosedale Gillatt Architects (MGA) and Pentagon Partnership, and is supported by One North East.

To apply for the programme and book your place on the workshop, please visit http://www.placesforeveryone.org/workshop or call Anne-Maria on 0191 438 7999. 
Learning For Life: Adult Learning, Mental Health And Wellbeing
Mental Health Foundation, April 2011

Learning and education can affect mental health and wellbeing. A partnership between Northamptonshire Teaching Primary Care Trust and Northamptonshire County Council Adult Learning Service resulted in the Learn 2b programme; a series of community-based adult learning courses for people with mild to moderate depression and anxiety. The courses were structured around the themes of wellbeing, creative expression and healthy living. The Mental Health Foundation independently evaluated this programme over a period of three years. Data were collected from people who attended Learn 2b courses. This report describes the findings of the evaluation. The report shows that education programmes provide a simple, low cost way of helping people to reduce symptoms of mild to moderate depression and anxiety. This type of service, within primary care settings, could be used for some people as an alternative to other treatments such as medication.
http://mentalhealth.org.uk/content/assets/PDF/publications/learning-for-life.pdf 

Boosting Support for Voluntary Sector And Cutting Red Tape For Councils

Eric Pickles has launched a consultation on new Best Value guidance in terms of how councils deal with the VCS. The actual guidance is extremely brief and states that councils should

•
seek to avoid disproportionate reductions in funding

•
give at least three months' notice if they plan to reduce or end funding or other support

•
work with the organisation to shape the future of the service; and

•
speak to the organisation and community about other ideas about how the service could be continued in a different, or more efficient, way
More details available on our website www.mhne.co.uk please click here to go to this story
NEWS


Can the Big Society be a fair society? A North East perspective
IPPR North April 11

The research was produced by IPPR North as part of the Policy and Representation Partnership, hosted by VONNE, so thanks to them for this alert. 
More info on the website
Policy Website

Putting People First has now formally evolved into Think Local Act Personal, and new milestones for the on-going transformation of social care (this time without a separate funding stream) are awaited

Meanwhile the website (see link below) offers an expanding range of information and resources to assist personalisation, from service user, carer, provider and commissioner perspectives

http://www.thinklocalactpersonal.org.uk/Browse/ThinkLocalActPersonal 

Government announces £3m extra for disabled people’s organisations [DWP, 11 May 2011]
The Government is announcing today an extra £3m for disabled people’s grassroots organisations to better deliver services disabled people really need. User-led organisations (ULOs) will be able to bid for the extra money from July and Minister for Disabled People, Maria Miller, is also appealing for 'ambassadors' to share best practise across the country.

Minister for Disabled People, Maria Miller said:

"We are looking for ambassadors in each region to promote disabled people’s organisations and share their skills and experience to help local organisations to become even more successful."

Read more here including how to apply to be an ambassador or national leader for the project.
The Invisible Workforce – Developing PAs in the Adult Social Care Workforce in the North East

This is a hot-off-the-press report by Peter Fletcher Associates, commissioned by the workforce forum which met via ADASS and RIEP and now continues via ADASS, focusing on workforce development issues for local authorities around personal assistants. But MHNE is aware that the use of personal budgets and direct payments to directly employ PAs will have an increasing impact on the MH VCS, for example there is anecdotal evidence that experienced staff are leaving VCS to set up as PAs. On the other hand, hosting, managing or training PAs may be a development opportunity for some providers. Either way this is an important area for the sector. 

Highlights of the report available on our website here
You can also download two brief papers on some of the workforce issues related to personalisation (and other resources) produced by Skills for Care here.

Review of Social Prescribing within the North East

This useful report from NEMHDU by Neil Johnson and Louise Ross gives some useful background to social prescribing in the Region and considers the possibilities of future use in learning, employment, and skills areas amongst others.

The report provides details of existing Social Prescribing programmes within the region, such as Exercise on Referral and Arts on Prescription, various social prescribing pathways which have been adopted as well as websites that have been created. More info on our website
Most Significant Reform Of Social Care Law In 60 Years? 
Law Commission Report 11 May 2011

The Law Commission has delivered its report on the reform of adult social care law. It recommends a streamlined and simplified statute and code of practice that would pave the way for a coherent modern social care system. Read more on our website, download the report and view an analysis of the proposals by communitycare.co.uk
Skills for Care - Learning from Innovation   

The “Learning from Innovation” report explores workforce issues arising from service change, including joint working between social care and health. 

Quality Standard for treating adults with depression

NICE have produced a new quality standard for depression. Inevitably it uses medically orientated language, but it sets out the sort of   formal help and approach that people with different sorts of depression should expect and receive, and therefore it will be of use to anyone acting as an advocate, or in a caring/supporting role  
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qualitystandards/depressioninadults/home.jsp 


In the News

BBC Council Cuts Survey, Making it Clear: it's worse up North: 

England's North South Social Care Divide finds that Adult Social Care spending will fall in the North by 4.7% but rise in the south by 2.7%, with Gateshead and Durham heading the league table for the biggest cuts.
Also, the Guardian's coverage of the 'Hardest Hit' March by disabled people, carers and charities on 12th May is here.
Allowing private providers to take over social care and health services is inherently risky, as the case of Southern Cross shows: Guardian Newspaper, 11th May 2011
This article about the financial problems of the private residential care provider Southern Cross raises a number of key issues relevant to MHNE's members, not least because Southern Cross operate 50 care homes in Tyne and Wear. Questions are raised about what happens when a private provider goes under, what is the role of the Local Authority?

The article also includes a quote from Anchor Housing who say that its average fee for residential (non-nursing) care is £550 per week, but some councils are offering as little as £400. Read the article here.
Again in the Guardian (other newspapers are available!) David Cameron's adviser says health reform is a chance to make big profits.

Funding News:
Adult and Community Learning Fund 2011 (England)

The National Institute of Adult Continuing Education (NIACE) has announced the Adult and Community Learning Fund (which is a new fund from the Skills Funding Agency, administered by NIACE) is open for applications.  A total of £2.5 million is available through this fund and organisations and partnerships  in England can apply for funding of between £10,000 and £75,000 for projects that support informal adult and community learning for people aged 19 and over.  Click here for more information 
Hilton in the Community Foundation Grants 

More info on our website
Young Persons Volunteering Fund

More info on our website
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust (UK) 

The Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust has announced that its grant making programme is open for applications. Within the UK, the Trust makes grants to both organisations and individuals for activities that relate to: peace and conflict resolution; promoting racial justice; power and responsibility; and Quaker concerns.  The Trust tends to fund work that is on a national level and there are no maximum grant limits although the Trust does stress that costings need to be realistic.  

More information available on our website
Comic Relief Grants Open for Applications (UK)

Comic Relief has announced that their UK grants programme is now open for applications. Through its UK grants programme, funding is available for projects in many areas. Click here to find out more
The closing date for applications is the 1st July 2011. For the Older People and Sport for Change programme only, the next deadline for Expression of interest is the 10th June 2011.

http://www.comicrelief.com/apply-for-a-grant/apply-for-a-uk-grant 
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Get Involved


Friday 24th June, Durham Town Hall, Market Place, Durham, 1pm to 5pm


A free workshop on the work of the UK and European Parliaments, and how you can engage with them. The workshop will cover:


•	The role of the UK and European Parliaments 


•	Legislation 


•	Committees 


•	Questions and debates 


•	Accessing useful information


To book a free place, please call 0191 383 3448 or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:europe.direct@durham.gov.uk" �europe.direct@durham.gov.uk�














Steve Shrubb, guest speaker at the recent MHNE Meeting the Challenges event, and other Mental Health leaders point out the invisibility of Mental Health's significance in decisions about the future of the NHS in this  letter to the Guardian Saturday May 21st 2011:


 The pause in the health and social care bill offers the chance to attend to concerns which remain to be addressed... We are disappointed that the place of mental health is still largely invisible. Providing treatment for mental health costs more than any other single area of care, at more than 10% of the NHS total budget. It costs more than cancer and coronary heart disease put together. Over a lifetime, more than one in three people will seek care for mental health problems, roughly the same proportion as those developing cancer, but with considerably more stigma, cost and social burden. A recent Department of Health study found that in England alone the total economic and social impact is estimated to exceed £100bn – 10 times the direct healthcare costs. It quantified mental health as the largest single cause of disability in the UK, amounting to 23% of the overall burden of the disease.


In the face of these facts, it is simply not acceptable for mental health to continue to lie under the radar during this legislative pause. If we are to enable GPs to commission effectively for the single most costly area of healthcare, then we should start by placing it centre stage, tackling unwarranted variation, and increasing efforts to eliminate the stigma and discrimination that blights the lives of those affected by mental illness.


Dr David Welbourn Cass Business School, Professor Dinesh Bhugra Royal College of Psychiatrists, Victor Adebowale Turning Point, Paul Jenkins Rethink, Steve Shrubb Mental Health Network, NHS Confederation, Dr Rob Warwick Cass BS, Professor Julienne Meyer City University, Dean Fathers Cass BS, Dr Myriam Lugon Matrix Knowledge Group





Development Opportunity - Collaborate to Innovate 


This is a new programme from Culture Works funded through ONE Third Sector Capacity Fund. Drawing on their knowledge of the sector and recent research looking at innovation, collaboration, and how they combine to make organisations more sustainable, they are now recruiting for thirty arts and social entrepreneurs to join us in an exciting new venture. There are no direct costs to you or your organisation. However, you will need to be able to commit 15 hours a month between June and November 2011. Read more here


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cultureworks.info/collaborate-to-innovate" �http://www.cultureworks.info/collaborate-to-innovate� 








Bleak outlook for disabled as Coalition marks one year of office: Destination Unknown, Spring 2011: New report from Demos, funded by Scope


One year after the Government took office, a shocking new study lifts the lid on a drastic reduction in disabled people’s income. As thousands of disabled people prepare to march on central London to protest the cuts, this new report reveals a startling gap between rhetoric and reality when it comes to the Government’s pledge to protect the sick, elderly and vulnerable.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=2266&tl_id=2" ��Please click here to read more� 








RESOURCES


ACEVO Consultancy Offer


Through the Third Sector Capacity Fund, ACEVO is offering free governance support packages including our Governance Review Service, and free Preparing for Personalisation consultancy support to third sector organisations in the North East. This is part of the Thrive programme referred to above and previously and funded by One North East and the Third Sector Capacity Fund


For more information on the services on offer and information on how to access them visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.acevo.org.uk/leadershipforchange" �http://www.acevo.org.uk/leadershipforchange�


MHNE would be really keen to hear from any members who apply for this offer of support, so that any relevant learning can be shared across our network.








Personalisation - New tools to help providers and commissioners deliver personalised services


Two new tools for providers and commissioners are now available through the Think Local, Act Personal partnership. The tools will help the delivery of personalised services - and MHNE's members will find the Provider Blueprint to be especially relevant and useful


� HYPERLINK "http://campaigns.icecreates.com/t/r/l/jtujily/bjudtktyd/b/" ��Read more here�.
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