[image: image1.jpg]< IMHNE

":,M ntal Health North East





BULLETIN ~ Thursday 5th May 2011
This edition contains information in relation to latest news, funding, tendering, training and employment opportunities, latest events and more…
In our last edition we gave a link to a BMJ article about the government's Health and Social Care Bill. Follow the link below for a statement submitted the Royal College of Psychiatrists
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/health/memo/m24.htm 
No Health Without Mental Health, Health and Social Care Bill 2011 – MHNE response
You can find a link to MHNE's letter to Andrew Lansley here. 
MHNE MEMBERS SURVEY (CAMPAIGNING) RESULTS

Some weeks ago we created an online survey for members in order to try and capture your current concerns and priorities. The results reflect the views of members who were able to respond and MHNE considers that the responses are both interesting and illuminating meriting further debate. You can view and download the full report on our website over the weekend in the Campaigning pages 
Key concerns for providers

 50% said that surviving in the face of funding cuts was a critical concern

 66% said that balancing cost effectiveness with varying demand was an important concern

12% are not at all informed about personalisation - No one felt they have all the information needed

 40% feel they are just starting to prepare for personalisation with 

 36% not at all prepared

At least half of those who responded need help with speaking with GP Consortia, bidding for contracts together with partners, helping clients with personalisation, and making the business changes required by personalisation, especially marketing and demonstrating outcomes

Key concerns for beneficiaries:

·  Reduced provision resulting from cuts to funding

· Increased demand for help and support due to cuts and welfare/benefit changes

· Lack of information and understanding about personalisation is common, with concerns about some specific aspects
MHNE welcome comments from members and partners in relation to the findings of this survey and MHNE’s letter to Andrew Lansley MP. Please send to admin@mhne.co.uk 
EVENTS
Health and Social Care Bill - Listening Event Organised By VONNE
As a member of the regional Health and Social Care Forum, MHNE will be attending this event on behalf of members. If you have any comments or questions you want us to feed in on behalf of the MH VCS, please contact Steve Nash on 07824 555 221 or steve.nash.mhne@gmail.com as soon as possible. We want to make sure that we represent the key concerns that you have about the Health and Social Care Bill that is currently 'paused' for listening and reflection...
As you will be aware, the government says that it is taking advantage of a natural break in the passage of the bill to pause, listen to patients, clinicians and the public, reflect and improve its plans for modernisation of the National Health Service. Through its role as a Department of Health strategic partner through Regional Voices, VONNE is hosting a meeting of voluntary and community sector leaders throughout the North East in conjunction with the NHS Future Forum to feed into this wider listening exercise.

 The agenda for the meeting, questions proposed as part of the NHS Future Forum, and background reading about the progress of the Health and Social Care Bill are here: http://www.vonne.org.uk/policy/policy_article.php?offset=0&id=1506 
We will feed back the outcomes of this event in a future edition of the bulletin 
Upcoming Event- Friday 10th June 2011 
Houses of Parliament Public Workshop – Legislation
MHNE's members may be interested in the following event being organised by Parliamentary Outreach in order to increase awareness about the different processes involved in creating legislation. MHNE will be attending and will provide feedback via this bulletin and the web portal
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Newcastle Business School, Northumbria University, 10.30am to 2pm (registration from 10am)

The Houses of Parliament is providing a free workshop for groups, organisations and individuals interested in how to engage with Parliament’s scrutiny of legislation. The event is being run as part of Parliament’s efforts to encourage more groups and individuals to engage with its work, and will be run by Parliament’s Outreach staff. 
Find out more on the MHNE website by clicking here
For further information on the workshop and to book a place, please e-mail parliamentaryoutreach@parliament.uk , or call Daniel Wood, Parliamentary Outreach Officer, on 079 174 88839. For more information on the work of Parliament’s Outreach Service, please visit www.parliament.uk/outreach
Working together for a healthier North East

Thursday 19th May 2011
Lindisfarne Centre, St Aidan’s College, Durham University, DH1 3LJ
Chaired by Alisa Rutter – Director FRESH NE
NB: “This is a non-promotional meeting funded by Pfizer as a service to medicine”
Are you involved with improving the health of people living in local communities? 

Do you want to hear about programmes which have demonstrated best practice in helping people to better manage their own health? 

Could you benefit from learning about how great partnership working and collaboration can improve local health outcomes? 

We would be delighted if you could join us and some of our partner organisations to spend a day learning from local success stories and understanding how we can all work together better to address health inequalities across the North East.

RSVP

If you would like reserve a place at this meeting, please email the Foundation at  pfizerukfoundation@pfizer.com stating any specific dietary requirements.

If you have any questions or queries, please either email or call 01737 332166
The Pfizer UK Foundation is funded by Pfizer Ltd
Agenda available on our website
More than Grandparents Sunderland

Grandparent kinship carers’ support and campaigning network

We are an independent support and campaigning network led by and for grandparent kinship carers, particularly those who are caring for their grandchildren as a result of their parents’ substance misuse. More than Grandparents are aiming to find solutions to the barriers and difficulties faced by grandparent kinship carers - if you are in this situation, please come to our next network meeting on:

Monday 23rd May 2011, 12 noon until 2:00 pm

At Sunderland Area Parents Support, Meadow Nurseries, Silksworth Gardens, Sunderland, SR3 2PE

Light lunch provided and transport upon request

For more information contact Kate - 0191 5673232
Sue – E-Mail: sue@suerobson.co.uk or phone 07813 109 215
Challenging Perceptions - The Route To Employment For People With Mental Health Difficulties

Free half-day seminar taking place at Middlesbrough College on Thursday 19 May 2010.

This seminar, which has been organised with the support of the North East Mental Health Development Unit, will explore the issues surrounding the provision of opportunities for employment, education and training for people with long-term mental-health problems, with a focus on prisoners, and will provide an opportunity to hear from practitioners and to share best practice.

More information and agenda on our website
To book a place, or for further information, please email martin@peagam.co.uk or telephone 07919 394 622 

Neon: Launch of Thrive - Resilience and Growth Programme for North East Third Sector
Is your organisation struggling to survive in the current economic climate? Are you highly dependent on grants, or at risk of seeing your income fall and want help to identify alternate funding?

 The Thrive programme is here to help.  Delivered by a partnership of organisations (VONNE, New Skills, The Social Investment Business, Business Mind Social Purpose) we are offering 1 to 1 intensive bespoke support to third sector organisations in the North East for free.  This offer is open to organisations wanting to secure alternative sources of finance and/or to win and deliver public service contracts.

Up to 8 days consultancy support is available (worth £4,800) made up of practical 1 to 1 support tailored to your needs.  We can help you to:

• Win and deliver contracts 

• Secure new sources of finance and funding 

• Develop and implement a funding strategy that fits with your organisation's aims

• Develop your organisation's strategic / business plan

 The partnership involves a group of local experts with a strong track record of winning public service contracts and securing alternative finance. For an initial discussion register your details or email thrive@vonne.org.uk and one of our team will get back to you within 5 working days.

 Launch Event - 17th May 2011, 10am-12.30, Great North Museum, Newcastle

 This is a major event for Third Sector Organisations that are looking to sustain and grow their organisation.

There will be an opportunity to hear from the Prime Contractors of the Single Work Program, hear from alternative funders, learn about alternative sources of finance and hear more about plans to develop a Big Society Bank. VONNE are funded by ESF and One North East to provide up to 8 days of bespoke one to one consultancy support. We have developed a team of exceptional partners who will provide this support including Business Mind Social Purpose, New Skills Consulting and The Social Investment Business. This event will be an opportunity to find out more about this support.  

 Book your place now >>
 
Winning Bids 
This practical 1 day skills session will provide expert and easy to understand guidance, techniques and support your skills development on how to get through the pre-qualification questionnaire stage and how to write tenders to set you apart from the competition. This session is free of charge and is open to staff from any Third Sector organisation in the North East seeking to bid successfully for public sector contracts.
The objects of the day are to:  
· Know when to bid or not to bid
· Be able to complete a PQQ well, and with confidence
· Understand the main elements of a strong tender
· Understand the evaluation process and criteria when preparing bids
· Prepare high quality tenders (both in structure and style)
· Understand how quality assurance is relevant to tendering and what to do to improve your chances of success.
Dates/venues: 24th May Linskill Centre North Shields, 18th May Bullion Hall Chester-Le-Street, 16th May Middlesbrough Teaching Learning Centre or 26th May Wansbeck Business Centre
Time: 10am till 4pm (registration and refreshments from 9.45am). Lunch will be provided.
To book a place email s.davidson@cvl.org.uk or call Claire Dixon on Tel: 01642 230314
North East Regional Third Sector Commissioning Conference 
9.30 am to 3.45 pm on Friday 3rd June , Dryden Centre, Everstones Road, Gateshead NE9 5UR (with lunch). 

Aim: The Conference aims to present and gather views on the challenges facing the public and third sectors at this time and the steps which need to be explored to enable the third sector to compete for public sector contracts and increase their chances of sustaining essential local services. 

Your attendance and views on the day have been recognised as an important factor in shaping thinking about Third and Public sector working which is clearly part of Coalition policy. Perhaps more significantly this is an opportune time to explore and hopefully realise more of the potential for public service delivery by Third Sector and other locally focussed organisations with the needs of our communities at heart. 

Find out more about this conference on our events page
NEWS

Personalisation, Primary Care and Mental Health Briefing: Raising Awareness of Personalisation In Primary Care in the North East
As part of the Puzzles and Possibilities project looking at personalisation issues across different parts of the mental health statutory sector, MHNE was funded by the NE MH Development Unit to get personal budgets and direct payments on to the radar of GPs. After speaking to several individual GPs, it was agreed that the best way forward (for now at least) would be to produce an introductory briefing, explaining the basic policy and some of its implications for people with mental health problems, including the impact on voluntary sector providers.

A draft paper (including a one page summary of the topic) has now been circulated to all practice managers and a number of GP Mental Health Leads, and can be downloaded from the MHNE Personalisation website (click here)
MHNE is aware that this subject area is not a priority for many outside of social care just yet, but in the coming months the 'personalisation agenda' will become increasingly prominent for all health and social care settings, both in terms of commissioning and service provision, and especially in relation to supporting those living with long term conditions.

We therefore hope that this briefing will be useful to members in their own communications with GPs, and we would be very interested to hear your feedback about the briefing and any related communications you have with GPs. 

Contact steve.nash.mhne@gmail.com
Letter from Professor Steve Field

Please click on the link below to view this letter inviting organisations to make their views on the NHS reforms
NHS Future Forum – Your chance to get involved. 

Dementia and Personalisation Support Material 
The Mental Health Foundation has recently launched a range of information materials for people living with dementia, their families and friends, social care professionals and other staff about self-directed support in social care. Self-directed support, including direct payments and personal budgets, can help people living with dementia and their carers to have more freedom and choice about the services provided by local authority social services. In the future, more and more people eligible to receive help from social services will have it provided in this way. The information consists of:

 • An awareness raising postcard for people with dementia and their families and friends

• A simple information leaflet explaining self-directed support aimed at people with dementia and their families and friends

 • A guide for social care staff on dementia, personalisation and self-directed support

• A resource for trainers to help social care staff understand more about personalisation and self-directed support for people with dementia.

 The information was produced by Dementia Choices, a two year Mental Health Foundation project which found low levels of awareness and understanding of the potential benefits of self-directed support among people with dementia and their families, as well as some professionals and staff working in social care. 

 If you would like more copies of the materials you can download them for free from: www.mentalhealth.org.uk/dementiachoices  . You can also get hard copies by contacting the Mental Health Foundation’s Customers Services at: customerservices@mhf.org.uk  (tel: 020 7803 1101 option 1).
Birmingham City Council disabled care limits 'unlawful’
Judges have ruled that Birmingham City Council's plans to limit social care for disabled people are unlawful. MHNE has been watching the developments in Birmingham with interest - read the latest update on the BBC website here:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-13147675
Adult social care 'faces £1bn cut' - (UKPA) – Apr 16, 2011

Spending on adult social care is to be slashed by around £1 billion this year as councils struggle to cope with budget cuts at a time of increased need, new figures show. The scale of the shortfall was laid bare in a survey for the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services (ADASS) - which was completed by 98% of local authorities involved. Around a quarter will have to come from reduced services despite efforts to find more efficient ways of operating to spare the frontline, the professional body warned. According to the survey, people assessed to have "moderate" or "low" need will get free help only if they live in 26 of 148 council areas - down from 41 last year.

Read more here: http://bit.ly/dYwXVa
Worried about disabled people’s futures?

Hardest Hit march and lobby, 11 May – Westminster, London

Join thousands in a march, rally and lobby to protest the impact of spending cuts on disabled people.

The march will take about an hour.  It will take in Victoria Embankment , Parliament Square, Millbank and finish in Dean Stanley Street. 

After the march the group will be lobbying MPs as the Welfare Reform Bill reaches a critical stage in the House of Commons. They will be sharing their stories, making sure that Parliamentarians understand the combined impact of the cuts on their lives and futures. Crucially, they will be challenging MPs to vote against policies that will push disabled people further into poverty and isolation. 

Find out more and register at www.hardesthit.org.uk  or www.ukdpc.net 
Organised by UK Disabled People's Council
Find the right media, marketing or communications volunteer for your organisation Members may find the following free resources helpful, especially given the fact that providers are increasingly having to think about how they market and promote what they offer (thanks to Newcastle CVS for this information): 

If you're looking for free expertise to help your organisation communicate more effectively, you can use the Media Trust’s online Media Matching service to place a request for the services of a media or communications volunteer. You can get valuable advice on a wide range of media and communications services including PR, marketing, web, branding and design. Newcastle CVS found a volunteer to help with its recent re branding. To find out more visit www.mediatrust.org/ or go direct via http://digbig.com/5bdwcn
Useful report for info
At the MHNE RAF meeting held on 5 April 2011, Tim Bird very kindly agreed to forward RAF members a copy of the Harrington Report in relation to a campaign on helping people with mental health needs back into the workplace.  Click on the link below for a copy of this report.
http://www.mhne.co.uk/files/MHNE680.pdf 
Additionally please see below the contact details for Martin Peagram which Tim agreed to forward on in relation to potential funding for formal and informal networks in the Middlesbrough area.
Martin Peagram contact details for MH event in Middlesbrough on 19th May 2011- martin@peagam.co.uk
Funding News:
[Thanks to VONNE for these]
Comic Relief - International Grants Programme (UK) 

UK-registers charities who are active in the developing world who work closely with local organisations, especially in Africa can apply for International funding through Comic Relief. 
Please click here to find out more information
Support for Projects Working with Disadvantaged Young People, Offenders & Ex-offenders (UK)

The Worshipful Company of Weavers has announced that its Benevolent Fund is open to applications.  The Fund is available to small registered charities and seeks to support projects working with disadvantaged young people aged from 5 to 30 years of age; to ensure they are given every possible chance to meet their full potential and to participate fully in society; and projects that addresses the social and economic problems faced by offenders, and ex-offenders and their families, and provide them with support, life skills training and a way back into education, training and/or employment.  Grants available are of up to £15,000.  

The Charitable Grants Committee meets in February, June and October of each year to consider applications.

http://www.weavers.org.uk/charitable-grants/grant-application-guidelines
Tenders 

Big Diversion Plan - North East Offender Health
Source: Supply2health / FINE

Buyer: North East Offender Health Commissioning Unit (NEOHCU)
Respond by: 24th April 2011 (expression of interest)

 This tender forms part of a larger region-wide project - Diversion and Liaison Services for Offenders in the North East with Mental Health and Learning Disabilities; the ‘Big Diversion Project North East’ - which aims to support the reduction of re-offending or the severity of offending and improve the health and social functioning of adult offenders in the region by offering timely and appropriate interventions to meet their needs through effective Diversion and Liaison services. 

Bidders will be tendering for the function of a “co-ordinating provider” to research, analyse and test liaison and diversion services in the North East region for offenders with multiple or complex unmet needs. 

The co-ordinating provider will be responsible for devising innovative care pathways which collectively address the below four segments: 

· Offender Needs (Mental Health Problems/Learning Disabilities/Acquired Brain Injury/Autism/Aspergers/Substance Misuse and/or Addiction) 

· Target Groups (Minority Groups/Ex-Military Personnel/Offenders serving less than 12 months imprisonment/Offenders sentenced for non-imprisonable offences) 

· Regional Coverage (North East of England) 

· Criminal Justice Pathway Stages (Pre-Arrest/Arrest/Courts/Sentenced to fines or discharges/Community Disposal/Custodial Disposal) 

 
For more information visit website link
A new contract has been published by Sunderland City Council.  
The contract details are as follows:-

 You can register your interest in these contracts from 03/05/2011 00:00:00 until

23/05/2011  12:00:00

ID: SUN-QTLE-8FQEK3

Title: Wider Family Learning

Link: https://www.qtegov.com/procontract/supplier.nsf/frm_opportunity?openForm&contract_id=CONTRACT-QTLE-8FQEK3&search_id=&org_id=ORG-QTLE-75FDJU&from=supplier_home 

ID: SUN-QTLE-8FQEP7

Title: Skills for Life

Link: https://www.qtegov.com/procontract/supplier.nsf/frm_opportunity?openForm&contract_id=CONTRACT-QTLE-8FQEP7&search_id=&org_id=ORG-QTLE-75FDJU&from=supplier_home 

ID: SUN-QTLE-8FQEWG

Title: Non Accredited Personal Community Learning (PCDL)

Link: https://www.qtegov.com/procontract/supplier.nsf/frm_opportunity?openForm&contract_id=CONTRACT-QTLE-8FQEWG&search_id=&org_id=ORG-QTLE-75FDJU&from=supplier_home 

ID: SUN-QTLE-8FQES2

Title: Foundation Learning Programmes

Link: https://www.qtegov.com/procontract/supplier.nsf/frm_opportunity?openForm&contract_id=CONTRACT-QTLE-8FQES2&search_id=&org_id=ORG-QTLE-75FDJU&from=supplier_home 

ID: SUN-QTLE-8FQF6Y

Title: First Steps Learning Provision

Link: https://www.qtegov.com/procontract/supplier.nsf/frm_opportunity?openForm&contract_id=CONTRACT-QTLE-8FQF6Y&search_id=&org_id=ORG-QTLE-75FDJU&from=supplier_home 

ID: SUN-QTLE-8FQFEY

Title: delivery of Neighbourhood Learning in Deprived Communities (NLDC)

Link: https://www.qtegov.com/procontract/supplier.nsf/frm_opportunity?openForm&contract_id=CONTRACT-QTLE-8FQFEY&search_id=&org_id=ORG-QTLE-75FDJU&from=supplier_home 

ID: SUN-QTLE-8FQFGJ

Title: Delivery of full level two and three provision

Link: https://www.qtegov.com/procontract/supplier.nsf/frm_opportunity?openForm&contract_id=CONTRACT-QTLE-8FQFGJ&search_id=&org_id=ORG-QTLE-75FDJU&from=supplier_home 

ID: SUN-QTLE-8FQF4B

Title: Delivery of Family Literacy, language and Numeracy

Link: https://www.qtegov.com/procontract/supplier.nsf/frm_opportunity?openForm&contract_id=CONTRACT-QTLE-8FQF4B&search_id=&org_id=ORG-QTLE-75FDJU&from=supplier_home
Jobs 
Newcastle Advocacy Centre:

Mental Health Advocacy Coordinator

The post-holder will be responsible for developing and undertaking Independent Mental Health Advocacy and also Case Advocacy for people with mental health needs. Applicants must have previous experience of working in advocacy and working with people with mental health needs.

Citizen Advocacy Coordinator (21 hours)

The post-holder will be responsible for supporting Citizen Advocacy partnerships, offering long term, one to one advocacy support to vulnerable people. Applicants must have an understanding of the issues associated with working with volunteers, some experience in the health and social care field and an interest in working with people.

You can download an application pack from http://www.cvsnewcastle.org.uk or fax to 0191 230 5640

(please state which post you are in interested in applying for) or email: recruitment@cvsnewcastle.org.uk  stating email or postal pack. Please do not telephone.

Pay scale is NJC Scale SO1 points 29 to 31 - Currently £24,646 to £26,276 pa and £23,749 to £25,320 pa pro rata for part time post.

The closing date for completed application forms is 12 noon on Thursday 12 May 2011.
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EMPLOYMENT VACANCIES
Tyneside Women’s Health exists to support women to improve and maintain their mental health and wellbeing in order to enable women to achieve their personal potential.  We are delighted to announce the following vacancies  
Further information available on MHNE Jobs page
Administration and Centre Support Worker – Female – Job Ref ACSW0411

15 hours per week  - NJC Points 14 to 17 pro rata  (£15725 - £16830 pro rata)

Currently funded for one year pending review

Cleaner – Female – Job Ref CF0411 – 6 hours per week

NJC points 4 to 11 pro rata (£12145 to £14733 pro rata)

Sessional Support Workers – Female – Job Ref SSW0411

£10.17 per hour

Please check our website for regularly updated jobs, events, news and announcements relevant to the sector - www.mhne.co.uk 

If you would like to share information with the network in this bulletin, or on our website please contact Gayle Brown gbrown@mhne.co.uk or 0191 4111575.
Gayle
 Mental Health North East (MHNE) Company registration number 555 2172 Charity number 111 9652 


