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Questions for discussion which have been raised at autism meetings around the North East

1. What kinds of progress have been made since our first meeting in May?

2. How can data be provided in ‘real time’ and streamlined from a number of sources?

3. How do you know your data is reliable?

4. How can adults with ASCs be reached who are not known to services?  Do they have low-level unmet needs that could be met in a variety of mainstream community settings?

5. Is the benchmarking of costs (care and support) a well-established routine?  How is value for money established in the new outcomes-focussed culture?

6. How can year on year satisfaction surveys be established for key areas (suitability of accommodation, quality of support into employment)?  Can a baseline format be designed and reviewed (via survey?) for the next 3-4 years?

7. How are the needs of adults with an IQ in the normal range being assessed?

8. How can the local authorities in the ASDGs learn from one another? Eg carrying out local needs analysis, approaches to better engage with NHS commissioners, gathering knowledge of statutory providers in a systematic way

9. How can interested parties and groups comment on the content of the JSNA prior to publication? Eg via Links, CVS, Autism Provider Forum, ASDG, Local Autism Working Groups

10. How can family carers and people with ASCs share their experiences which impact on the JSNA work? – 
· Transitions, Diagnostic and Assessment Services, Person-centred (ie autism specific) Support Planning, on-going engagement with ASDGs/Local Autism Working Groups, need for advocacy, experiences of having a personal budget/direct payment

11. Are task and finish groups being suggested?  How can these be inclusive?

12. Can the JSNA be available on the NEAC website as well as on the council and PCT websites?  How can information from ASDGs/Local Autism Working Groups be used to continually refresh the data in the JSNA?

13. How can independent and voluntary sector providers be more involved in the JSNA process?  Eg filling in gaps in information, updating Director of Children's or Adults Services, Director for Public Health about the needs of the autistic people they support, demonstrate the impact of services on key health indicators or the themes in the autism strategy.

14. Do you plan to develop a commissioning plan around services for adults with autism?
· How will the PCT local intelligence be captured in the JSNA?
