M I N U T E S of the NEAC Regional Advisory Forum

Glebe Centre Murton

30th June 2011
Present: 
Wendy Balmain (WB) Chair, DRD of the DH
Pam Lawrence (PL), Project Manager NEAC

Lynn Bradford (LB), Senior Business Manager South of Tyne & Wear PCT

Ann le Couteur (AlC)

Nick Ball (NB), Dimensioins

Pat Shannon (PS), ESPA

Pauline Forster (PF), Commissioner, Sunderland

Russell Stronach (RS), Parent/autistic person/ANE

Lesley Lane (LL), CEO ESPA

Sheila Errington (SE), Development Director, St Cuthbert’s Care

Berni Cowan (BC), VP Co-ordinator, Gateshead

Kathleen Robson (KR), Commissioning officer, S Tyneside

Karen Armstrong (KA), Project Manager, St Anne’s Community Services

Mark Humble (MH), Commissioner, Darlington

Carol Harrison (CH), Registered Manager, St Cuthbert’s Care

Michelle Carr (MC) Parent/Sunderland Carers

Edd Harford (EH), Researcher, The MAIN Project

Paul Davies (PD), Valuing People Regional Lead

Apologies:
Pauline Shannon, ESPA
Linda Dickinson (parent/carer)

Ang Jamson

Eibhlin Inglesby

Neil Harrison

Rebecca Price

Carole Rutherford

Jim Usher

Anna Taylor 

· WB, Chair said this forum gives a regional overview of the work around autism in our region.  It is an ‘open house’ arrangement, but this means some organisations are always present.  Comments about the progress of local action plans will happen at the September forum.  ACTION: All the Local Autism Action Plans need to go onto the NEAC website .Send plans to PL(www.northeastautismconsortium.co.uk) before the next meeting.  PL to find out if the Teeswide authorities are following local plans as well as their shared sub-regional plan
· Funding for the NEAC Project Manager’s post has been secured until March 2012 (DASS and Dept of Health).  The need for continuation funding needs to be explored and agreed.  ACTION:  PL to prepare a short summary of ideas including how the NEAC work could fit into the Health & Wellbeing Boards/local strategic partnerships.
· Some existing family carer groups have made links to the Local Autism Working Groups/Teeswide ASDG.  More work is needed to support the development of ‘mechanisms and processes’ (see regional structure attached)

· Some progress has been made to engage with people with Asperger (eg Northumberland, South Tyneside College)

· Local Autism Working Groups need to consider engagement with LINk (Healthwatch workers from 2012). One LINk area will be providing support to a family carers group which will feed into the Local Autism Working group.
· PL has hosted two meetings to discuss the contents of the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA).  The list of data to collect, plus other useful info will be sent to all local authorities.  JSNA info will improve year on year.  ACTION: PL to circulate information by the end of August
· The Regional Workplan for Autism has been approved by WB and Ewen Weir (DASS Lead for Autism, NEAC Chair)

· PL said that she has invited DWP representatives to the next forum to talk about Work Capability Assessments which does not suit people with ASCs.

· A presentation by Dr Helen McConnachie (Clinical Psychologist in NTW, Mental Health Trust and Newcastle University) about young people in transition (average age 17) and their predicted needs over the next three years (powerpoint attached).
The presentation raised new questions about how GPS approach autistic patients.  RS said ANE is seeking a role as ‘Quality Checker’.  WB said Quality Checkers with learning disabilities have done some good work locally.  ACTION: PL to contact Judith Thompson at the Strategic Health Authority about this work to see if the model could be replicated with autism in mind.  An update will be circulated to this group in a month’s time.
The surveys were filled out by family members (not the young people themselves).  Additional intelligence is contained in comments they put on the form.

Some families had aspirations about Further Education/Employment.  Most families expected their son or daughter to still be living at home. 
 ACTION: Dr McConnaichie to prepare the final report and send it to the DASS/NEAC by the end of July
· A presentation was made by RS from Autism North East (ANE) (powerpoint attached).  ANE is the only Disabled People’s Organisation in the region and wants to monitor the implementation of the national strategy.  ANE is interested in diagnosing autism early in childhood, although the statutory guidance relates to adults.

· The CAMHS team now has a rep who will come to the South of Tyne & Wear ASDG meetings.  This is good practice and needs to be replicated regionally.  ACTION: WB to arrange a meeting with RS, PL and EW to finalise the representation of ANE at anything other than the regional forum.

· PL will add links to the Regional Workplan to indicate compliance with the statutory guidance or shared priorities in the region.  The Local Autism Action Plans will also be referenced in the Regional Workplan.

· Ann le Couteur mentioned an NAS campaign/research document – “You need to know” – Young people’s experiences of accessing CAMHS.  She recommended the Young Campaigner Group video on the NAS website (http://www.autism.org.uk/Get-involved/Campaign-for-change/Our-campaigns/You-Need-To-Know/Young-Campaigners-Group/Film.aspx  A training booklet is also available.

· A-l C is working on a ‘transitions checklist’ and will update this group when appropriate.

· Membership of this group needs to be reviewed and agreed for the September meeting (eg NTW, TEWV reps, CQC, CAMHS)

· PL will invite Ann Atwood from the Criminal Justice Service to the next meeting to talk about The Big Diversion Project

Date of next meeting:  8th September, 1-3pm, Glebe Centre, Murton.

